Intestinal obstruction: a paradigm of earlier influences on the medicine of late Byzantium.
The study and analysis of aetiology, symptomatology and treatment of intestinal obstruction, based on the texts of Byzantine physicians from the early until the late epoch, prove that the way in which this illness is conceived is substantially unchanged throughout this period. The texts of Byzantine historians and chroniclers present three fatal instances of this disease (ileus or chordapsus, according to the terminology of Byzantine medicine). These are the cases of the Emperor Tiberius I Constantine (578-582), Patriarch Anastasius (730-754) and Empress Theodora (1042 and 1055-1056); the causes of their death remained unknown in the broader medical and historical bibliography. Intestinal obstruction is one of the diseases which probably supported earlier researchers in their opinion of a substantially 'static condition' of Byzantine medicine.